
La tragedia de los rodeos

The international airport of Los Rodeos, Tenerife North is located north of the island, 
in the municipality of La Lagoon and about 10 kilometers from the island's capital, 
Santa Cruz of Tenerife. The airport, one of the two that has Tenerife, it mainly 
operates flights inter island and national, but also operate several international flights.
Each year, nearly 4 million passengers use this airport, which is accessed via the TF-5 
motorway.

Until the early twentieth century, the only means of communication with the outside 
Islands had been the sea. Therefore, air transport have meant to communicate with 
the world. Few issues aroused much interest in public opinion as our first airport. On 
the other hand, it is Canary Islands stopover point between Europe, Africa and 
America. Some foreign companies wanted to establish an airport in them as a staging 
and refueling of its aircraft, signing aviation agreements with various European 
nations to authorize the use of the Canary archipelago as scale.

The tragedy

March 27, 1977, a date that no one forget, the tragedy at the airport of Los Rodeos, 
Tenerife North.
Due to a terrorist threat at the airport of Las Palmas (Gando), this is forced to divert all
planes to the airport of Los Rodeos which is roughly 25 minutes of the Palmas. 
Rodeos airport is not very big in capacity of parking areas, but the track is ready for 
landing large aircraft like the Boeing 747. Indeed, that day two Boeing 747s, one from 
Amsterdam (KLM 4508) and the other US (PanAm 1736), were found in Rodeos at a 
time when the airport was already overwhelmed by other planes diverted from the 
palms.

The control tower has no radar track, so they are bound to be oriented only by radio 
communications with aircraft. Upon arrival of the Boeing 747 the weather was good 
with good visibility, precisely this will be the determining factor in the tragic accident, 
having remained good time drivers could have seen clearly both Boeing and its 
position on the track.

After a long trip to KLM passengers are allowed to go to the end to cool off, while 
those of PanAm were only allowed to deplane to stretch your legs. At this point we 
have to KLM at the beginning of track and behind the PanAm.

KLM captain seemed quite nervous at the thought of having to cancel the flight and 
having to accommodate passengers in the surrounding hotels, this was according to 
the experts one of the possible causes of the tragic accident, stress and nervousness.
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Given that the Gando airport was closed and they did not know when it would open, 
Captain Van Zanten apply to the full fuel, the copilot said they had enough to reach 
the palms but by then the captain had the last word, so I ordered fill deposits (55,000 
lbs) this was also a factor in the accident.

Make the filling I took about 35 minutes, at this point the captain of the PanAm 
wanted to try to avoid the KLM but were missing 4 meters to avoid it, so they had no 
choice but to wait, while time got worse every minute leaving more visibility smaller. 
After 35 minutes KLM plane is ready, but now the task is to find all the passengers in 
the terminal. The two planes are ready, the first is KLM to ask permission to access 
the track.

The visibility at that time is very small and also the track cab is completely blocked by 
other aircraft, so the idea of the drivers was to trace the two Boeing 747 on the 
runway, a risky maneuver given the poor visibility just a few meters, once the KLM on 
the track is the turn of PanAm, at this moment the two planes are on the same track 
at a certain distance from each other.

From this moment a terrible tragedy is launching silently without anyone having the 
slightest idea of what is to come (unfortunately). The same drivers nervous pilots, 
without being able to see what happens on the track permanently communicate with 
the two planes to know exactly the position of each of them, the PanAm had orders to
leave the track at the third exit, but in the plane of the track that output is not suitable
for this type of aircraft since the maneuver it would be very delicate and even less 
without visibility theoretically would output the fourth with an inclination of 45 °, while
the PanAm continues in track at low speed, the KLM reaches the end of the track and 
performs a 360 to focus with the center line of the runway.

At that time visibility KLM is less than 700 m, which means that theoretically can not 
take off, strangely Captain Van Zanten start the process off without having received 
the order from the control tower, the co-pilot warns him not to have I asked 
permission to take off, then the captain of the PanAm communicates by radio with the
tower saying they are still on the runway, the tower receives the message and asks 
the PanAm to communicate the time they leave the track, followed the tower 
communicates to KLM to await the order to take off, unfortunately when 
communicating tower with two aircraft and vice versa, there was an interference 
which resulted in the KLM did not hear the order to wait, at that moment the KLM 
begins accelerating for takeoff, while the PanAm still on track.

The tower communicates with the PanAm to know your situation without any of them 
could know that KLM was in the acceleration phase for takeoff, at last PanAm comes 
off track but at that moment to look out the window could not believe what they saw, 
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the KLM were coming, the captain of the PanAm accelerates our best to avoid it, but 
it's too late, the KLM strike the PanAm in the part superior with train rear landing 
pulling over half of the fuselage; KLM is broken into several pieces, it is useless to 
detail what happened after the KLM was so convicted that unfortunately all 
passengers on board.
Note that there was one survivor KLM, Romina van Lanchot, she did not board the 
plane because her boyfriend was waiting in Tenerife so he thought about staying with,
rather than going to Las Palmas to return the next day, it was his love that saved his 
life.

The research could clarify the causes of the accident but still could not understand is 
that the KLM pilot took off without having heard the order to take off. The driver 
heard the explosions but could not see could not imagine what had happened, was 
just a few minutes later when a plane flying over the area of the airport tower warning
of what happened, was when they gave the alarm. Initially the arrival of emergency 
services; they met with KLM in flames, they could not imagine it is that a few hundred 
meters away was the PanAm also in flames.

The analysis of the black boxes were conclusive, Captain Van Zanten not hear the 
order to wait, just a buzz produced by the simultaneous communication between the 
tower and the two Boeings be heard. The PanAm only 60 people were saved, in total 
580 people died that day without anyone even why so many human errors that led to 
the tragedy is explained.

Radio communications clearly showed a lot of nervousness in Captain Van Zanten, the
rush off to avoid delays and flight cancellations, or having to be replaced by another 
crew to exceed the hours of service caused this accumulation of errors combined with
visibility almost zero, everything was against that day and do not think anyone could 
imagine that final dramatic. Another factor to consider is the fact that the captain of 
full deposits KLM plane to save time in Las Palmas, overweight prevented the plane 
could gain altitude faster. The collision caused the explosion of the two airplanes.

And to think that in the front of the KLM people were still alive before impact with the 
ground. Why did all this happen? The answer is in the pilot's head KLM and 
unfortunately we will never know.
Many other theories were proposed, but analysis of the boxes was conclusive. At least
is the official version.


